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CATO speech by Gov.  Gar y E.  Johnson 

 

I  am not  a t ypi cal  pol i t i c i an.  I  s t ar t ed a busi ness i n 
1974 as a handyman.  By 1994 my wi f e and I  had 1, 000 
empl oyees speci al i z i ng i n var i ous t asks- - el ect r i cal ,  
mechani cal ,  pl umbi ng,  and pi pef i t t i ng.  I t  was r eal l y  a 
dr eam come t r ue.  I  di d some t hi ngs t hen t hat  I  s t i l l  do 
t oday.  I  t ol d t he t r ut h.  I  was on t i me.  I  di d a l i t t l e 
bi t  mor e f or  my cust omer s t han what  I  pr omi sed t hem I  
woul d do.  Wi t h t hat  f or mul a,  you can bui l d and expand a 
busi ness.  

I  am al so an at hl et e.  I  am doi ng t he I r onman Tr i at hl on i n 
t wo and a hal f  weeks.  I t  wi l l  be t he t hi r d t i me t hat  I  
compet e i n i t .  I  am a compet i t i ve t r i at hl et e.  Thi s has 
been my hobby now f or  about  20 year s.  Goi ng t o t he 
I r onman Tr i at hl on i s  l i ke a basebal l  pl ayer ' s  oppor t uni t y  
t o go t o t he Wor l d Ser i es.  I t ' s  l i ke a f oot bal l  pl ayer ' s  
chance t o go t o t he Super bowl .  I t ' s  r eal l y  exci t i ng f or  
me.  I  have a goal  t o c l i mb Mount  Ever est  af t er  I  l eave 
of f i ce.  I  t hi nk i t  woul d be r eal l y  cool  t o st and on t op 
of  t he pl anet .  I  t hi nk t hat  woul d be wonder f ul .  

I  of t en say t o peopl e t hat  ever y per son needs t o 
det er mi ne what  makes hi s or  her  l i f e wor k.  I n my 
par t i cul ar  case,  I  f ound t hat  bei ng as f i t  as I  possi bl y 
can be makes my l i f e wor k.  You need t o f i nd out  what  t hat  
somet hi ng i s  i n your  l i ves- - whet her  i t ' s  canoei ng,  
pl ayi ng chess,  kni t t i ng,  r eadi ng,  or  what ever  i t  mi ght  
be.  But  get  mor e of  what  makes your  l i f e wor k and t hen 
get  r i d of  t hose t hi ngs t hat  get  i n t he way of  what  you 
want  t o do.  I n my l i f e,  I  di scover ed t hat  t hat  was 
t obacco and al cohol .  I  don' t  dr i nk.  I  haven' t  had a dr i nk 
i n 12 year s.  I  don' t  do dr ugs.  I  don' t  even do candy 
bar s.  Those t hi ngs ar e a handi cap.  They r eal l y  ar e.  

I ’ ve got  a gr eat  f ami l y.  My wi f e,  Dee,  and I  have t wo 
chi l dr en.  Our  daught er  i s  20 and our  son i s  17.  My wi f e 
and ki ds ar e ext r emel y suppor t i ve.  Li f e i s  happy i f  you 
have a gr eat  suppor t i ng cast ,  and I  do.  

I  got  my degr ee i n pol i t i cal  sci ence at  t he Uni ver si t y  of  
New Mexi co.  I ' ve al ways bel i eved t hat  l i f e' s  hi ghest  
cal l i ng i s  doi ng good by ot her s.  I ' ve al ways bel i eved 
t hat  pol i t i cs can be a way of  accompl i shi ng t hat .  So t hi s  
i s  somet hi ng t hat  I ' ve al ways want ed t o do.  Now r i ght  or  



wr ong,  I  never  got  i nvol ved i n pol i t i cs at  an ear l i er  
l evel  because I  f el t  t hat  i f  I  di d,  I  woul d somehow be 
i ndebt ed.  I  want ed t o be i n a posi t i on wher e I  wasn' t  
i ndebt ed t o anyone.  I  want ed t o get  i n of f i ce and do what  
I  t hought  was r i ght .  That  was t he f or mul a t hat  I  
f ol l owed.  I  i nt r oduced mysel f  t o t he Republ i can Par t y 
j ust  t wo weeks bef or e I  announced my candi dacy f or  
gover nor .  The r esponse t hat  I  got  was " We l i ke you,  we 
l i ke what  you say,  but  you need t o under st and,  you' l l  
never  get  el ect ed.  I t ' s  j ust  not  possi bl e. "  

Wel l ,  I  spent  a hal f - a- mi l l i on dol l ar s of  my own money t o 
pur sue my goal  of  becomi ng t he gover nor  of  New Mexi co.  
Let  me make one poi nt  ver y c l ear :  Not  one per son asked me 
t o r un f or  gover nor .  Not  one per son.  That  was somet hi ng 
t hat  I  want ed t o do and I  r ecogni ze t hat  I  have been 
gi ven a wonder f ul  oppor t uni t y  t o make a di f f er ence.  And I  
bel i eve t hat  I  have made a posi t i ve di f f er ence.   

When I  am asked about  my gr eat est  accompl i shment  as 
gover nor ,  I  r espond by sayi ng t hat  we have t aken a 
bal anced appr oach t o ever yt hi ng t hat  needs t o happen i n 
New Mexi co.  We have hel d t he l i ne on t axes.  We' ve 
act ual l y  r educed t axes,  but  not  as much as I  woul d l i ke 
t o have seen.  We' r e bui l di ng 500 mi l es of  f our - l ane 
hi ghway i n t he st at e of  New Mexi co- - ef f ect i vel y doubl i ng 
t he f our - l ane hi ghways i n t he st at e.  We have r educed t he 
number  of  st at e empl oyees by about  5 or  6 per cent .  What  I  
t el l  New Mexi cans i s,  i f  you haven' t  not i ced a di f f er ence 
i n t he ser vi ces of  st at e gover nment ,  I  want  t o suggest  
t hat  we' r e mor e ef f i c i ent  because we' r e doi ng i t  wi t h 
1, 300 f ewer  st at e empl oyees.  And whenever  you save money,  
t hat ' s  money you can spend i n ot her  ar eas.  Ther e ar e 
pl ent y of  ar eas i n gover nment  t hat  t hat  money can be 
spent .  

We di d shi f t  over  t o managed car e f r om t he Medi cai d 
model ,  and t hat  was ver y s i gni f i cant .  We had ver y 
over cr owded pr i sons i n New Mexi co.  We bui l t  a coupl e of  
new pr i sons,  and t hose pr i sons ar e r un pr i vat el y.  I  
f ought  f or  t hat .  The cost  was t wo- t hi r ds what  i t  was 
cost i ng us t o do i t  as a st at e.  I mpr ovi ng educat i on has 
been a pr i or i t y,  but ,  r egr et t abl y,  al l  I  have done si nce 
I  have t aken of f i ce when i t  comes t o educat i on i s  put  
mor e and mor e money i nt o a syst em t hat  by al l  measur ement  
i s  j ust  doi ng a l i t t l e bi t  wor se f r om year  t o year .  I ' m 
af r ai d t hat  t hat  i sn' t  j ust  t he exper i ence of  New Mexi co.  
That  i s  t he t r end nat i onal l y.  So I  am now pr essi ng f or  
school  voucher s.  School  voucher s ar e somet hi ng t hat  I  
bel i eve i n.  Br i ng compet i t i on t o publ i c  school  syst ems,  
and i t  wi l l  make a posi t i ve di f f er ence.  



I  am a " cost - benef i t "  anal ysi s per son.  What ' s  t he cost  
and what ' s  t he benef i t ? A coupl e of  t hi ngs scr eam out  as 
f ai l i ng cost - benef i t  cr i t er i a.  One i s  educat i on.  The 
ot her  i s  t he war  on dr ugs.  We ar e pr esent l y  spendi ng $50 
bi l l i on a year  on t he war  on dr ugs.  I ’ m t al k i ng about  
pol i ce,  cour t s,  and j ai l s .  For  t he amount  of  money t hat  
we' r e put t i ng i nt o t he war  on dr ugs,  I  want  t o suggest  
t hat  i t  i s  an absol ut e f ai l ur e.  The " out r ageous"  
hypot hesi s t hat  I  have been r ai s i ng i s  t hat  under  a 
l egal i zed scenar i o,  we coul d act ual l y  hol d dr ug use l evel  
or  see i t  decl i ne.  I  r eal i ze t hat  i s  ar guabl e.  But  wi t h 
r espect  t o dr ug abuse,  I  don' t  t hi nk you can ar gue about  
t hat .  Under  a l egal i zed scenar i o,  we woul d see t he l evel  
of  dr ug use r emai n t he same or  decl i ne.  And t he same 
woul d happen wi t h r espect  t o dr ug abuse.  

Somet i mes peopl e say t o me,  " Gover nor ,  I  am absol ut el y 
opposed t o your  st and on dr ugs. "  I  r espond by aski ng 
t hem,  " You' r e f or  dr ugs,  you want  t o see k i ds use dr ugs?"  
Let  me make somet hi ng c l ear .  I ' m not  pr o- dr ug.  I ' m 
agai nst  dr ugs.  Don' t  do dr ugs.  Dr ugs ar e a r eal  handi cap.  
Don' t  do al cohol .  Don' t  do t obacco.  They ar e a r eal  
handi cap.   

Ther e' s anot her  i ssue beyond cost - benef i t  cr i t er i a.  
Shoul d you go t o j ai l  f or  usi ng dr ugs? And I ’ m not  
t al k i ng about  doi ng dr ugs and commi t t i ng a cr i me or  doi ng 
dr ugs and dr i v i ng a car .  Shoul d you go t o j ai l  f or  s i mpl y 
doi ng dr ugs? I  say no.  I  say t hat  you shoul dn' t .  Peopl e 
ask me,  " What  do you t el l  k i ds?"  Wel l ,  you t el l  t hem t he 
t r ut h,  t hat ' s  what  you t el l  t hem.  You t el l  t hem t hat  by 
l egal i z i ng dr ugs,  we can cont r ol  t hem,  r egul at e t hem,  and 
t ax t hem.  I f  we l egal i ze dr ugs,  we mi ght  have a heal t hi er  
soci et y.  And you expl ai n t o t hem how t hat  mi ght  t ake 
pl ace.  But  you t el l  t hem t hat  dr ugs ar e a bad choi ce.  
Don’ t  do dr ugs.  But  i f  you do dr ugs,  we' r e not  goi ng t o 
t hr ow you i n j ai l  f or  t hat .  

Under  a l egal i zed scenar i o,  I  say t her e i s  goi ng t o be a 
whol e new set  of  l aws.  Let  me j ust  ment i on a f ew of  t hose 
new l aws.  Let ' s  say you can' t  do dr ugs i f  you' r e under  21 
year s of  age.  You can' t  sel l  dr ugs t o k i ds.  I  say 
empl oyer s shoul d be abl e t o di scr i mi nat e agai nst  dr ug 
user s.  Empl oyer s shoul d be abl e t o conduct  dr ug t est s and 
t hey shoul d not  have t o compl y wi t h t he Amer i can wi t h 
Di sabi l i t i es Act .  Do dr ugs and do cr i me? Make i t  l i ke a 
gun.  Enhance t he penal t y  f or  t he cr i me i n t he same way we 
do t oday wi t h guns.  Do dr ugs and dr i ve? Ther e shoul d be a 
l aw si mi l ar  t o t he l aw we have now f or  dr i v i ng under  t he 
i nf l uence of  al cohol .  



I  am pr oposi ng t hat  we r edi r ect  t he $50 bi l l i on t hat  
we' r e pr esent l y  spendi ng ( st at e and f eder al )  on t he ol d 
set  of  l aws t o enf or ce a new set  of  l aws.  I  sense a new 
soci et y out  t her e when you' r e t al k i ng about  enf or ci ng 
t hese new l aws and enhanci ng t he abi l i t y  of  l aw 
enf or cement  t o f ocus on ot her  cr i mes t hat  ar e bei ng 
commi t t ed.  Pol i ce can cr ack down on speedi ng v i ol at i ons,  
bur gl ar i es,  and ot her  cr i mes t hat  l aw enf or cement  does 
not  have t he oppor t uni t y  t o enf or ce.   

Under  a l egal i zed scenar i o,  t her e wi l l  be a new set  of  
pr obl ems.  And we can al l  poi nt  t hem out .  We can t al k al l  
day about  t he new set  of  pr obl ems t hat  wi l l  accompany 
l egal i zat i on.  But  I  suggest  t o you t hat  t he new pr obl ems 
ar e goi ng t o be about  hal f  t he negat i ve consequence of  
what  we' ve got  t oday.  A l egal i zat i on model  wi l l  be a 
dynami c pr ocess t hat  wi l l  be f i ne- t uned as we go al ong.  

I  r ecal l  when I  was i n hi gh school  i n 1971.  An 
Al buquer que pol i ce of f i cer  came i n,  l i t  up some mar i j uana 
weeds and sai d,  " I f  you smel l  t hi s,  r un.  Thi s i s  
mar i j uana and you need t o know t hat  i f  you do mar i j uana,  
we' r e goi ng t o cat ch you and we' r e goi ng t o put  you i n 
j ai l . "  I  r emember  r ai s i ng my hand at  t hat  t i me,  aski ng,  
" What  ar e you goi ng t o do,  put  15 mi l l i on peopl e i n 
j ai l ?"  The pol i ce of f i cer  sai d,  " I  don' t  car e about  t hat .  
I  j ust  car e about  t he f act  t hat  i f  you do i t ,  we' r e goi ng 
t o cat ch you and we' r e goi ng t o put  you i n j ai l . "  I ’ m 
af r ai d t hat  pr ophecy may be comi ng t r ue.  I n 1997 t her e 
wer e about  700, 000 ar r est s f or  mar i j uana- r el at ed 
of f enses.  

Does anybody want  t o pr ess a but t on t hat  woul d 
r et r oact i vel y puni sh t he 80 mi l l i on Amer i cans who have 
done i l l egal  dr ugs over  t he year s? I  mi ght  poi nt  out  t hat  
I ' m one of  t hose i ndi v i dual s.  I n r unni ng f or  my f i r st  
t er m i n of f i ce,  I  of f er ed up t he f act  t hat  I  had smoked 
mar i j uana.  And t he medi a was ver y qui ck t o say,  " Oh,  so 
you exper i ment ed wi t h mar i j uana?"  " No, "  I  sai d,  " I  smoked 
mar i j uana! "  Thi s i s  somet hi ng t hat  I  di d.  I  di d i t  al ong 
wi t h a l ot  of  ot her  peopl e.  I  l ook back on i t  now and I  
v i ew dr ugs as a handi cap.  I  s t opped because i t  was a 
handi cap.  The same wi t h dr i nki ng and t obacco.  But  di d my 
f r i ends and I  bel ong i n j ai l ? I  don’ t  t hi nk t hat  we 
shoul d cont i nue t o l ock up Amer i cans because of  bad 
choi ces.  

And what  about  t he bad choi ces r egar di ng al cohol  and 
t obacco? I ' ve hear d peopl e say,  " Gover nor ,  you' r e not  
compar i ng al cohol  t o dr ugs? You' r e not  compar i ng t obacco 
t o dr ugs?"  I  say,  " Hel l  no!  Al cohol  k i l l ed 150, 000 peopl e 



l ast  year .  And I ' m not  t al k i ng about  dr i nki ng and 
dr i v i ng.  I ' m j ust  t al k i ng about  t he heal t h ef f ect s.  The 
heal t h ef f ect s of  t obacco ki l l ed 450, 000 peopl e l ast  
year . "  I  don' t  mean t o be f l i ppant ,  but  I  don' t  know of  
anybody t hat  ever  di ed f r om a mar i j uana over dose.  I ' m 
sur e t her e ar e a f ew t hat  smoked enough mar i j uana t o 
pr obabl y di e f r om i t .  I ' m sur e t hat  t hat ' s  t he case.  I  
under st and t hat  2, 000 t o 3, 000 peopl e di ed l ast  year  f r om 
cocai ne and her oi ne.  Under  a l egal i zed scenar i o,  
t heor et i cal l y  speaki ng,  t hose deat hs go away.  Those don' t  
become acci dent al  deat hs anymor e.  They become sui c i des 
because we' d be t al k i ng about  a l egal i zed scenar i o wher e 
dr ugs wi l l  be cont r ol l ed,  wher e dr ugs wi l l  be t axed,  
wher e we woul d have educat i on t o go al ong wi t h i t .  I  want  
t o be so bol d as t o say t hat  mar i j uana i s  never  goi ng t o 
have t he devast at i ng ef f ect s on soci et y t hat  al cohol  has 
had on us.   

My own i nf or mal  pol l  among doct or s i s  t hat  75 t o 80 
per cent  of  peopl e t hat  doct or s exami ne have heal t h-
r el at ed pr obl ems due t o al cohol  and t obacco.  My br ot her  
i s  a car di o t hor aci c sur geon,  per f or mi ng hear t  
t r anspl ant s.  My br ot her  says t hat  80 per cent  of  t he 
pr obl ems t hat  he sees ar e al cohol  and t obacco r el at ed.  He 
says he sees about  s i x  peopl e a year  who have i nf ect ed 
hear t  val ves because of  i nt r avenous dr ug use,  but  t he 
i nf ect i on i sn' t  f r om t he dr ugs t hemsel ves.  I t ' s  t he di r t y  
needl es t hat  cause t he heal t h pr obl ems.  

Mar i j uana i s  sai d t o be a gat eway dr ug.  We al l  know t hat ,  
r i ght ? You' r e 85 t i mes mor e l i kel y t o do cocai ne i f  you 
do mar i j uana.  I  don' t  mean t o be f l i ppant ,  but  100 
per cent  of  al l  subst ance abuse st ar t s wi t h mi l k.  You' ve 
hear d i t ,  but  t hat  bear s r epeat i ng.  My new mant r a her e i s  
" Just  Say Know. "  Just  know t hat  t her e ar e t wo si des t o 
al l  t hese ar gument s.  I  t hi nk t he f act s boi l  down t o dr ugs 
bei ng a bad choi ce.  Dr ugs ar e a handi cap.  But  shoul d 
someone go t o j ai l  f or  j ust  doi ng dr ugs? That  i s  t he 
r eal i t y  of  what  i s  happeni ng t oday.  I  bel i eve t he t i me 
has come f or  t hat  t o end.  

I ' ve been t al k i ng about  l egal i zat i on and not  
decr i mi nal i zat i on.  Legal i zat i on means we educat e,  
r egul at e,  t ax,  and cont r ol  t he est i mat ed $400 bi l l i on a 
year  dr ug i ndust r y.  That ' s  l ar ger  t han t he aut omobi l e 
i ndust r y.  Decr i mi nal i zat i on i s  a muddy t er m.  I t  t ur ns i t s  
back t o hal f  t he pr obl ems t hat  we' r e f aci ng- - whi ch i s  t o 
get  t he ent i r e economy of  dr ugs above t he l i ne.  So t hat ' s  
why I  t al k  about  l egal i zat i on,  meani ng cont r ol ,  t he 
abi l i t y  t o t ax,  t he abi l i t y  t o r egul at e,  and t he abi l i t y  
t o educat e.  



We need t o make dr ugs a cont r ol l ed subst ance j ust  l i ke 
al cohol .  Per haps we ought  t o l et  t he gover nment  r egul at e 
i t ;  l et  t he gover nment  gr ow i t ;  l et  t he gover nment  
manuf act ur e i t ,  di st r i but e i t ,  mar ket  i t ;  and i f  t hat  
doesn’ t  l ead t o decr eased dr ug use,  I  don’ t  know what  
woul d!  

Ki ds t oday wi l l  t el l  you t hat  l egal  pr escr i pt i on dr ugs 
ar e har der  t o come by t han i l l egal  dr ugs.  Wel l ,  of  
cour se.  To get  l egal  dr ugs,  you must  wal k i nt o a phar macy 
and show i dent i f i cat i on.  I t ' s  t he di f f er ence bet ween a 
cont r ol l ed subst ance and an i l l egal  subst ance.  A t eenager  
t oday wi l l  t el l  you t hat  a bot t l e of  beer  i s  har der  t o 
come by t han a mar i j uana j oi nt .  That ' s  wher e we' ve come 
t o t oday.  I t ' s  wher e we' ve come t o wi t h r egar d t o 
cont r ol l i ng al cohol ,  but  i t  shows how out  of  cont r ol  
dr ugs have become.  

A l egal i zat i on scenar i o i sn' t  goi ng t o be l i ke t he end of  
al cohol  pr ohi bi t i on.  When Pr ohi bi t i on ended,  t her e wer e 
adver t i sement s on t he r adi o r i ght  away t hat  sai d,  " Hey!  
Dr i nk and be mer r y.  I t ' s  cool . "  I  don' t  see t hi s  l i ke 
t obacco,  wher e f or  so l ong we saw adver t i sement s t hat  
sai d,  " Hey!  Smoki ng i s  good f or  your  heal t h. "  Ther e ar e 
const i t ut i onal  quest i ons,  but  I  envi s i on adver t i s i ng 
campai gns t hat  di scour age dr ug use.  I  don' t  see t oday' s 
adver t i s i ng campai gns as bei ng honest ,  and t hat ' s  par t  of  
t he pr obl em.   

The Par t ner shi p f or  a Dr ug Fr ee Amer i ca was br aggi ng t o 
me t hat  i t  was r esponsi bl e f or  t he " Her e' s your  br ai n,  
and her e' s your  br ai n on dr ugs"  ad.  Wel l ,  some ki ds 
bel i eve t hat ,  per haps t hr ee year  ol ds,  maybe even ni ne 
year  ol ds or  t en year  ol ds.  But  at  some poi nt ,  k i ds have 
f r i ends t hat  smoke mar i j uana f or  t he f i r st  t i me.  Li ke 
ever ybody el se,  I  was al so t ol d t hat  i f  you smoke 
mar i j uana,  you' r e goi ng t o go cr azy.  You' r e goi ng t o do 
cr i me.  You' r e goi ng t o l ose your  mi nd.  Then you smoked 
mar i j uana f or  t he f i r st  t i me and none of  t hose t hi ngs 
happened.  Act ual l y,  i t  was k i nd of  ni ce.  And t hen you 
r eal i zed t hat  t hey wer en' t  t el l i ng you t he t r ut h.  That ' s  
why I  envi s i on adver t i s i ng t hat  t el l s  t he t r ut h,  whi ch 
says dr ugs ar e k i nd of  ni ce and t hat ' s  t he l ur e of  dr ugs.  
But  t he r eal i t y  i s  t hat  i f  you cont i nue t o do dr ugs,  t hey 
ar e a r eal  handi cap.  We need t o have an honest  
educat i onal  campai gn about  dr ugs.  

Dr ug Czar  Bar r y McCaf f r ey has made me hi s post er  chi l d 
f or  dr ug l egal i zat i on.  He cl ai ms t hat  dr ug use has been 
cut  i n hal f  and t hat  we ar e wi nni ng t he dr ug war .  Wel l ,  
l et ' s  assume t hat  we have cut  i t  i n hal f .  I  don' t  buy 



t hat  f or  a mi nut e,  but  l et ' s  assume t hat  i t ' s  t r ue.  Let ' s  
assume t hat  dr ug use has,  i n f act ,  dr opped i n hal f .  Wel l ,  
i f  i t  has,  i n t he l at e 1970s we wer e spendi ng a bi l l i on 
dol l ar s f eder al l y  on t he dr ug war .  Today,  t he f eds ar e 
spendi ng $19 bi l l i on a year  on t he dr ug war .  I n t he l at e 
1970s,  we wer e ar r est i ng a f ew hundr ed t housand peopl e.  
Today,  we' r e ar r est i ng 1. 6 mi l l i on peopl e.  Does t hat  mean 
as dr ug use decl i nes ( accor di ng t o McCaf f r ey,  i t  has 
decl i ned by hal f )  t hat  we' r e goi ng t o be spendi ng $36 
bi l l i on f eder al l y  and t hat  we' r e goi ng t o be ar r est i ng 
3. 2 mi l l i on peopl e annual l y? I  mean,  t o f ol l ow t hat  
l ogi c,  when we' r e l ef t  wi t h a f ew hundr ed user s 
nat i onwi de,  we' r e goi ng t o be spendi ng t he ent i r e gr oss 
nat i onal  pr oduct  on dr ug l aw enf or cement !  

I  t hi nk i t  woul d be i nt er est i ng t o see some push pol l i ng 
done on t he i ssue of  dr ugs i n t hi s  count r y.  I n ot her  
wor ds,  i f  t he f ol l owi ng i s  t r ue,  t hen how do you f eel  
about  " x. "  I f  t he f ol l owi ng i s  t r ue,  how do you f eel  
about  " y. "  But  t he quest i ons t hat  get  asked t oday,  I  
r eal l y  f eel  l i ke I  under st and t he answer s.  Peopl e have 
been condi t i oned and bel i eve t hat  dr ugs ar e danger ous.  
The pol l s  shoul d ask,  " Shoul d you go t o j ai l  f or  j ust  
usi ng dr ugs?"  Peopl e over whel mi ngl y say no.  But  ask t he 
quest i on,  " Shoul d you go t o j ai l  f or  pushi ng dr ugs, "  
peopl e say yes.  Peopl e don' t  under st and t he pr of i l e of  a 
pusher .  Most  peopl e don' t  under st and,  as we New Mexi cans 
do,  t hat  t he mul es ar e car r y i ng t he dr ugs i n.  I ' m t al k i ng 
about  Mexi can c i t i zens who ar e pai d a coupl e of  hundr ed 
dol l ar s t o br i ng dr ugs acr oss t he bor der ,  and t hey don' t  
even know who has gi ven t hem t he money.  They j ust  know 
t hat  i t ' s  a k i ng' s r ansom and t hat  t her e ar e mor e t han 
enough Mexi can c i t i zens wi l l i ng t o do t hat .  The f eder al  
gover nment  i s  cat chi ng many of  t he mul es,  but  t he ar r est s 
ar e not  maki ng a di f f er ence i n our  war  on dr ugs.  We ar e 
cat chi ng some ki ngpi ns.  Let ' s  not  deny t hat .  But  t hose 
t hat  ar e caught ,  t hose l i nks out  of  t he chai n,  don' t  make 
any di f f er ence i n t he over al l  war  on dr ugs.  

I  want  t o t el l  you a l i t t l e bi t  about  t he r esponse t hat  
I ' ve been get t i ng t o t hi s,  t he r esponse t o what  I ' ve been 
sayi ng.  Pol i t i cal l y,  t hi s  i s  a zer o.  Thi s i s  absol ut el y a 
zer o.  Pol i t i cal l y,  f or  anybody hol di ng of f i ce,  f or  
anybody t hat  aspi r es t o hol d of f i ce,  f or  anybody who' s 
hel d of f i ce,  or  f or  anybody who has a j ob associ at ed wi t h 
pol i t i cs,  t hi s  i s  ver bot en.  I  am i n t he gr ound,  and t he 
di r t  i s  bei ng t hr own on t op of  my cof f i n.  But  what  I  want  
t o t el l  you i s  t hat  among t he publ i c,  t hi s  i s  absol ut el y 
over whel mi ng.  I  suggest  t o you t hat  t hi s  i s  t he bi ggest  
head- i n- t he- sand i ssue t hat  exi st s i n t hi s  count r y t oday.  
I n New Mexi co,  I  am bei ng appr oached r api d f i r e wi t h 



peopl e sayi ng " r i ght  on"  wi t h your  st at ement s r egar di ng 
t he war  on dr ugs.  And I  want  t o suggest  t o you t hat  i t ' s  
a 97 t o 3 di f f er ence among t he publ i c.  Thi s has been 
unbel i evabl e.  To gi ve you one exampl e,  t wo el der l y  l adi es 
came up t o my t abl e dur i ng di nner  t he ot her  ni ght ,  
Ger t r ude and Mabel .  They sai d,  " We' r e t eacher s and we 
j ust  t hi nk your  school  voucher  i dea sucks.  But  your  
posi t i on on t he war  on dr ugs. . .  Ri ght  on!  Ri ght  on! "  

What  I  bel i eve I  have di scover ed,  and i t ' s  been sai d 
bef or e,  i s  t hat  t he war  on dr ugs i s  t housands of  mi l es 
l ong,  but  i t ' s  onl y about  a quar t er - i nch deep.  That ' s  my 
bel i ef .  I  do under st and my val ue i n al l  t hi s.  I  
appr eci at e t he wor k t hat  has al r eady been done by al l  of  
you.  I ' ve been gi ven t he st age and I  under st and t hat .  And 
I ’ m t r y i ng t o make t he most  out  of  havi ng been gi ven t he 
st age.  I  was on Good Mor ni ng,  Amer i ca ear l i er ,  and I ' m 
t he one t hat  was gi ven t he s i x  mi nut es of   

ai r - t i me.  And I ’ m t r y i ng t o make t he most  out  of  i t .  I ' m 
t r y i ng t o communi cat e what  I  bel i eve i n.  I  bel i eve i n 
t hi s  i ssue.  I  bel i eve t hat  dr ugs ar e bad,  but  I  bel i eve 
t hat  we need t o st op ar r est i ng and l ocki ng up t he ent i r e 
count r y.   

I ' d l i ke t o end t hi s t al k  wi t h my " Seven Pr i nci pl es of  
Good Gover nment . "  Thi s i s  somet hi ng t hat  I  aut hor ed when 
I  t ook of f i ce and you' l l  f i nd t hat  t hese pr i nci pl es 
di ct at e ever yt hi ng t hat  I  do.  

1.  Become r eal i t y  dr i ven.  Don' t  k i d your sel f  or  ot her s.  
Fi nd out  what ' s  what  and base your  deci s i ons and act i ons 
on t hat .  

2.  Al ways be honest  and t el l  t he t r ut h.  I t ' s  ext r emel y 
di f f i cul t  t o do any damage t o anybody when you ar e 
wi l l i ng t o t el l  t he t r ut h- - r egar dl ess of  t he 
consequences.   

3.  Al ways do what ' s  r i ght  and f ai r .  Remember ,  t he mor e 
you act ual l y  accompl i sh,  t he l ouder  your  cr i t i cs become.  
You' ve got  t o l ear n t o i gnor e your  cr i t i cs.  You' ve got  t o 
cont i nue t o do what  you t hi nk i s  r i ght .  You' ve got  t o 
mai nt ai n your  i nt egr i t y.  

4.  Det er mi ne your  goal ,  devel op a pl an t o r each t hat  
goal ,  and t hen act .  Don' t  pr ocr ast i nat e.   

5.  Make sur e ever ybody who ought  t o know what  you' r e 
doi ng knows what  you' r e doi ng.  Communi cat e.  



6.  Don' t  hesi t at e t o del i ver  bad news.  Ther e i s  al ways 
t i me t o sal vage t hi ngs.  Ther e i s  al ways t i me t o f i x  
t hi ngs.  Henr y Ki ssi nger  sai d t hat  anyt hi ng t hat  can be 
r eveal ed event ual l y  shoul d be r eveal ed i mmedi at el y.   

7.  Last ,  be wi l l i ng t o do what ever  i t  t akes t o get  your  
j ob done.  I f  you' ve got  a j ob t hat  you don' t  l ove enough 
t o do what  i t  t akes t o get  your  j ob done,  t hen qui t  and 
get  one t hat  you do l ove,  and t hen make a di f f er ence.   

Thank you ver y much.  

�


